“I WANT IT ALL BACK”
1 Samuel 30
David’s Con ict with the Amalekites
30 Now it happened, when David and his men came to Ziklag, on
the third day, that the Amalekites had invaded the South and
Ziklag, attacked Ziklag and burned it with re, 2 and had taken
captive the women and those who were there, from small to
great; they did not kill anyone, but carried them away and went
their way. 3 So David and his men came to the city, and there it
was, burned with re;

◦ Even o in the distance they saw something was wrong.

Smoke rose from their city, but it wasn’t the smoke of
cooking res. It was too much smoke for that, and the
smoke was too black. They wondered why no one had
come to greet them afar o – where were their wives and
children? Weren’t they glad to see them? But when they
came to the city and saw it was a ghost town, a pile of
burned rubble with no voice of the survivors, it seemed
that everything was lost.

and their wives, their sons, and their daughters had been taken
captive. 4 Then David and the people who were with him lifted up
their voices and wept, until they had no more power to weep.
5 And David’s two wives, Ahinoam the Jezreelitess, and Abigail
the widow of Nabal the Carmelite, had been taken captive. 6 Now
David was greatly distressed, for the people spoke of stoning
him, because the soul of all the people was grieved, every man
for his sons and his daughters.

◦ All was lost. At this point, David had nothing more to
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support him. No one in Israel could help him. The

◦

Philistines didn’t want him. His family was gone; all he
owned was gone. Even his friends turned against him
(the people spoke of stoning him). Every support was
gone, except the LORD. That is a good place to be in, not
a bad place.
David did not weep only because everything and everyone
was lost. He also wept because he knew that he was
responsible for it. No wonder David was greatly distressed.

But David strengthened himself in the Lord his God.

◦ This was the strength of the living God making itself real

◦
◦
◦

in the life and heart of a hurting man. This was strength
for recognition, strength for brokenness, strength for
repentance, strength for determination to win back what
the enemy has stolen. This is the same strength that
would raise Jesus from the dead!
David remembered God’s Love
Gods promise and calling
God’s past devlierance and faithfulness

Then David said to Abiathar the priest, Ahimelech’s son, “Please
bring the ephod here to me.” And Abiathar brought the ephod to
David. 8 So David inquired of the Lord, saying, “Shall I pursue this
troop? Shall I overtake them?”
And He answered him, “Pursue, for you shall surely overtake
them and without fail recover all.”
7

◦ At one time David would not bother to even ask these

questions. He would simply do it because when a soldier is
attacked he attacks back. But in returning from his
backsliding, David brings everything to the LORD. Nothing is
done just because it was done before. He asks God about
everything.

d. Pursue, for you shall surely overtake them and without fail
recover all: God gave David something to do (pursue). Then,
God gave David a promise in the doing (you shall surely
overtake them and without fail recover all). When God gives
us something to do, He also gives us a promise in the doing.
So David went, he and the six hundred men who were with him,
and came to the Brook Besor, where those stayed who were left
behind. 10 But David pursued, he and four hundred men; for two
hundred stayed behind, who were so weary that they could not
cross the Brook Besor.
11 Then they found an Egyptian in the
eld, and brought him to
David; and they gave him bread and he ate, and they let him
drink water. 12 And they gave him a piece of a cake of gs and
two clusters of raisins. So when he had eaten, his strength came
back to him; for he had eaten no bread nor drunk water for three
days and three nights. 13 Then David said to him, “To whom do
you belong, and where are you from?”
And he said, “I am a young man from Egypt, servant of an
Amalekite; and my master left me behind, because three days
ago I fell sick. 14 We made an invasion of the southern area of the
Cherethites, in the territory which belongs to Judah, and of the
southern area of Caleb; and we burned Ziklag with re.”
15 And David said to him, “Can you take me down to this troop?”
So he said, “Swear to me by God that you will neither kill me nor
deliver me into the hands of my master, and I will take you down
to this troop.”
16 And when he had brought him down, there they were, spread
out over all the land, eating and drinking and dancing, because of
all the great spoil which they had taken from the land of the
Philistines and from the land of Judah. 17 Then David attacked
them from twilight until the evening of the next day. Not a man of
them escaped, except four hundred young men who rode on
camels and ed.
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◦ Twilight is probably a bad translation here, and it should be

◦

from dawn until evening of the next day. “The Hebrew word
nesep, translated ‘dawn’ in Job 7:4 and Psalm 119:147, has
this sense here… Having noted the situation, David and his
men took some rest and attacked at rst light, when the
Amalekites would be su ering from the sopori c e ects of
the feast, and least able to defend themselves.”
ii. It was wise to attack the Amalekites when they were
hung over from the party the night before.

So David recovered all that the Amalekites had carried away,
and David rescued his two wives. 19 And nothing of theirs was
lacking, either small or great, sons or daughters, spoil or anything
which they had taken from them; David recovered all. 20 Then
David took all the ocks and herds they had driven before those
other livestock, and said, “This is David’s spoil.”
18

◦ David recovered all that the Amalekites had carried away:
Everything that the enemy took David took back. God gave
him a complete victory, because David strengthened himself
in the LORD his God (1 Samuel 30:6), David inquired of the
LORD (1 Samuel 30:8), David did what God told him to do,
and David showed unexpected care and kindness to others.

Now David came to the two hundred men who had been so
weary that they could not follow David, whom they also had
made to stay at the Brook Besor. So they went out to meet David
and to meet the people who were with him. And when David
came near the people, he greeted them. 22 Then all the wicked
and worthless men of those who went with David answered and
said, “Because they did not go with us, we will not give them any
of the spoil that we have recovered, except for every man’s wife
and children, that they may lead them away and depart.”
23 But David said, “My brethren, you shall not do so with what the
Lord has given us, who has preserved us and delivered into our
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hand the troop that came against us. 24 For who will heed you in
this matter? But as his part is who goes down to the battle, so
shall his part be who stays by the supplies; they shall share
alike.” 25 So it was, from that day forward; he made it a statute
and an ordinance for Israel to this day.
26 Now when David came to Ziklag, he sent some of the spoil to
the elders of Judah, to his friends, saying, “Here is a present for
you from the spoil of the enemies of the Lord”—27 to those who
were in Bethel, those who were in Ramoth of the South, those
who were in Jattir, 28 those who were in Aroer, those who were in
Siphmoth, those who were in Eshtemoa, 29 those who were in
Rachal, those who were in the cities of the Jerahmeelites, those
who were in the cities of the Kenites, 30 those who were in
Hormah, those who were in Chorashan, those who were in
Athach, 31 those who were in Hebron, and to all the places where
David himself and his men were accustomed to rove.
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